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Peace Conference, and at present he acts as the sole Councillor to His
Majesty. In these various capacities his influence resulted in the ap-
pointment of thirteen Premiers, among them the latest, Prince Knnoe
Fumimaro,
During Saionji's lifetime, up to this writing in June 1957, Nippon
engaged in four major conflicts: the Sino-Nipponesc War in 1894*
1895, the Russo-Nipponese War in 1904*1905, the World War in 19*4-
1918 and the 1931-1932 Manchurian Expedition,
Industrially, some small undertakings have grown into vast monop-
olies, notably, the Mitsui, Mitsubishi and Sumitomo Houses the last
headed by Saionji's younger brother Kichizayenion who was adapted
into the Sumitomo family. Socially, the Nipponese have turned from
their centuries-old customs to a widespread adaptation of Western
ways.
Through the maze of readjustment, Nippon looks to Saionji as her
guide. When too much modernization threatens her national integrity,
she values his leadership, for he has seen the old order and the new,
and whatever the 'Grand Old Man of the Empire1 thinks suitable for
the nation is acceptable to the man in the street. Reactionary political
factions have not always agreed: there have been threats against hi*
life when the extreme nationalists resented his opposition w their de-
mands. Moralists at home and abroad did not approve when the sev-
enty-year-old statesman brought his third young common-law wife
with him to the Paris Peace Conference, Nor has the legend about his
theoretical bachelorhood condoned in their eyes the fact that he has
not troubled to marry any of his successive mistresses, although he had
children by them. But these are the trivia of small souk Throughout
Nippon there is a vast awe for the man who lives alone in his Oktau
home, one hundred miles south of Tokyo,
Basing this romance on authentic historical facts, I have with all sin-
cerity attempted to reproduce the life of Prince Saionji Kimmochi,
the Last Genro of Nippon*
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